MALAYALAM WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM

is veera as there are situations in which the valour of Krishna is
depicted. But it can be safely concluded that the rasa is santha;

the sthayibhava is sama, arising out of devotion to Krishna and
detachment to the wordly pleasures.

The writer of the work is under so many restrictions. He has
to preserve the main sense of each adhyaya. He cannot break the
ranges of the meaning of each adhyaya. He has to reduce the
whole and confine it to a nutshell. This can be effected only by
an expert with analytic and synthetic processes. With all these
limitations Vazhakunnam made it as though a fresh outcome, and
has thus proved his mastery of the poetic talents.

One who listens'to the language of the book, will find that it
can be included under Manipravala kavyas. P.V. Krishna Variyar
in a study of the work has undoubtedly declared it as an
Uttamakavya.42

The words ofKrishnasharma is worth listening in this connec-
tion,43 "An intellectualised religion was beyond the comprehension
of the common man who needed a simple faith in a personalised
God - a God whom he could surrender, a God whom he could
love, adore and depend up on." Vazhakunnam has realised the
meaning of these words and this made him write devotional
poems.

42. P.V. Krishnavariyar, Bhaktasiromani, op.cit., p.80.

43. Krishna Sharma, Bhakti and Bhakti movement - A new per-
spective, Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New
Delhi, 1987,pp.3-4.
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